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Shakespere." Such a statement might easily provoke a laugh of disgust ; 
and yet the author has a meaning in view which is well worth expressing. 

The general theme of the work is sufficiently trite, but it is elaborated to 
an extent hitherto undreamed of. The ' lies of character ' are investigated 
as to their function, their psychological mechanism, their principal varieties, 
and the circumstances commonly favorable to their development. The 
functional theory is indicated at the outset by a brilliant comparison with 
the imitative colorings of insects. "The character thereby takes on 
deceitful appearances, which disguise its true nature, and the confusion 
thus occasioned results, in general, to the profit of the individual or of 
society or of both at once." It is to the function of self-protection that 
attention is principally given, the social function being only occasionally 
considered. 

Two opposed types of character-disguises are recognized, false indiffer- 
ence and false sensibility ; these are discussed in considerable detail in the 
first two parts of the book. A third part considers some interesting com- 
binations of the two extreme types, and a fourth part summarizes the 
general conclusions reached, and furthermore gives suggestions toward a 
theory of "universal psychic simulation." In reference to this last, we may 
say that the author's procedure reminds us forcibly of other recent attempts 
to extend widely the commonly accepted meanings of terms — ' imitation,' 
for example. The author's tendency in this respect is shown even in 
Part II, where the point is made that every volition is essentially a lie, 
because, while allowing expression to certain impulses, it at the same time 
suppresses others (p. 115). In Part IV, the basis of argument is the assump- 
tion, that every misunderstanding involves a deceit. Now, as no percep- 
tion, whether of our own traits or of those of others, is unmixed with error, 
it is easily seen how the scope of deception becomes at once truly universal. 

The analyses of character with which the volume is mainly filled are 
always plausible and often quite convincing. At times, however, one can 
scarce avoid the suspicion that the author is pretending to an exactness of 
which the nature of his subject does not well admit, and that the formal 
precision of his language conceals a real vagueness in the significance of 
his descriptive terms. On the whole, nevertheless, the work is undoubtedly 
excellent of its kind, — a kind, which, as we cannot forget, has had some 
notable forerunners in the history of French literature. 

Theodore de Laguna. 

University op Michigan. 
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